Study Guide: Monkey Trial

In ___________________, Tennessee, July 10, _____________, John Thomas Scopes, 24 years old,  went on trial for teaching _______________________________________ in a public school classroom. The town had a population of about __________________ and was surrounded by hills, strawberry farms and coal mines. 

The trial was seen as a duel over ______________ and ____________, ____________________ and __________________; and the book of ________________________ and the Book of ________________________.

______________________ had been taught in Tennessee schools since the turn of the century. The official textbook Dayton’s high school was _______________________________________, the most popular public school biology textbook in the entire country and the one required for use in every public school in the state of Tennessee. 

But in 1925, under pressure from _________________________________________, Tennessee became the first state in the Union to outlaw the teaching of ____________________. The new law made it a crime for any public school teacher to quote “teach any theory that denies the story of the ______________________of man as taught in the ________________________, and to teach instead that man had descended from a __________________ order of animals.” 

Teachers who violated the law could be ______________________. Most people thought the new law would never ______________________________ . The state was till using the same _________________________.The law was important, however,  because it symbolized that______________________ was right and __________________________ was not in the state of Tennessee.

 
A world away in __________________________, news about the Tennessee law appeared in the papers. The story came to the attention of a struggling new organization called the American ____________________________ Union, dedicated to the right of free speech. This organization advertised for a ______________________ who would challenge the law.

The ____________________ in Dayton was poor. A New Yorker named George Rappleyea had been hired to manage the bankruptcy of some of the mines. He became a friend of John Scopes and began attending services at a liberal Protestant church, where he’d run into a minister who was both an _________________________ and a ____________________. Rappleyea began combining the two views in his mind.  Upon seeing the ACLU advertisement, he had an inspiration -- why not bring the trial to Dayton and give the town some excitement and a much-needed economic boost? He and town officials asked __________________________ to be the teacher to break the law.  Scopes agreed to be ____________________ed,  later writing, “I knew that sooner or later someone would have to stand up for the stifling of _______________________ that the anti-evolution act represented.” 

America’s leading journalist, __________________________________came to town with four bottles of scotch and a typewriter. He stood for everything sophisticated and modern. As editor of the American Mercury and reporter for the Baltimore Sun, his was the voice of the _________________  Age. He described the South as an intellectual _____________________. 

Crowds of spectators and reporters descended upon Dayton to see two larger-than-life American figures coming down to this little southern community to fight over whether humans came from monkeys!  The man chosen to prosecute John Scopes and the teaching of evolution was three-time _______________________________________William Jennings Bryan. “All the ills from which America suffers,” he said, “can be traced to the teaching of evolution.”

Ready to defend science and John Scopes’ right to teach it -- the most famous criminal defense attorney in America, __________________________, from the city of ____________________ . “Society” he said “is nothing less than organized ________________________.”

This was a time when the rural heartland of America was decidedly ______________________. It had a __________________ religiosity that pervaded the place, and it _______________anyone who did not go along with those viewpoints.  By 1925, ___________________________ had driven a wedge between Darrow and Bryan. But once these two men had fought on the same side. Darrow even supported Bryan in his first presidential campaign -- when William Jennings Bryan began his remarkable political career.

Most of Bryan’s ideas in the late 1800s and early 1900s were far ahead of their time. He fought for reform and for the rights of the people, earning him the name the Great ______________________. He always mixed __________________ and _____________________. Without __________________ , he believed, there could be no desire to change in a positive way. 

For men like __________________, the Jazz Age ushered in a new world of _________________. But the Twenties ____________________ everything Bryan held sacred. He had campaigned hard for ________________________ and now it was the law of the land. But the law meant nothing to a wild new generation, who saw William Jennings Bryan as a ____________________________ to another era. 

Bryan spoke out against all he thought was wrong with the ____________________ world. And he listened to the fears and anxieties of parents about what was happening to their children. They were going off to school, studying _______________________, and losing their ________________. In 1921, when he was 61 years old, Bryan began a new campaign:  “I am trying to save the ___________________________________ from those who are trying to destroy her ____________________.” Bryan’s four-year crusade inspired a Baptist legislator named John _____________________ to write the Tennessee anti-evolution bill. 

This was the very first trial in American history that was covered by the________________ _____________ . It was a live, play-by-play coverage by a _____________   station out of Chicago. Bryan and Darrow also posed for the movie cameras.

John T. Raulston of Jasper, Tennessee was the circuit judge who served the entire area of Southeastern Tennessee. Not a Fundamentalist himself but moderate Christian, he nonetheless believed that __________ had picked him to be the moderator in this debate.

Clarence Darrow was famous for his ability to pick a ___________________________ jury, but he did not want that in this trial. What he wanted was either to have the judge overturn the law as unconstitutional, or have his client convicted so that he could appeal it. Because what was on trial at Dayton was the _______________, not the ____________________.

“It was obvious,” wrote H. L. Mencken, “that the jury would be unanimously hot for _____________________ .” On Monday, July 13, Judge Raulston began court with a _____________________. To the defense it was an outrageous show of bias, but Darrow didn’t __________________. He didn’t want to antagonize the judge. Raulston’s first ruling would be on the anti-evolution law. If he declared it ____________________________, the trial would be over. Though he knew his chances were slim, Darrow seized the moment to convince Judge Raulston -- and all of America -- that the anti-evolution law should be _____________________. He wanted to discredit the process by which the government could impose ideas on people, especially ideas that sprang from religious orthodoxy, by making the teaching of certain ideas a _______________ . But after three days of deliberation, the judge decided to uphold the law and try John Scopes. If his client was convicted, Darrow would appeal the case to the ______________________ ___________________ Court. Until then, he wanted to use the trial to enlighten America.  

As a young man Bryan had been open-minded about ___________________. To him all that mattered was that God had infused man with a ______________.  But by the turn of the century Bryan saw that certain rich and powerful men were using evolution to justify social ____________________. If life on earth had evolved through survival of the fittest, they argued, why should the _______________ help the ______________ to survive? The theory came to be known as ___________ _______________, and Bryan believed that it was being promoted in the very textbook John Scopes was accused of using. Hunter’s Civic Biology used evolution to justify the ________________________________________of human beings. “If the poor, the insane and the handicapped were lower animals,” it said, “we would probably ________________________ to prevent them from spreading. Humanity will not allow this, but we do have the remedy of separating the sexes in asylums and in various ways preventing intermarriage and the possibilities of perpetuating such a low and degenerate ______________.” Since 1925, we have learned a great deal more about science, and much of what is contained in Hunter’s Civic Biology  is now seen as erroneous, but we would not have been able to further our learning if certain ideas had been _____________________________________ because we don’t like their social implications.  Bryan also believed that ____________________ had a right to say that no ____________________ “paid by their money shall rob their children of faith in God and send them back to their homes skeptics, or infidels, or agnostics, or atheists.” 

When Judge Raulston refused to permit experts on evolution to testify, Darrow suggested perhaps he would allow an expert on the ___________: William Jennings Bryan. Bryan thought it was an opportunity to have the debate to make his case. Darrow was always much more interested in ______________________ Bryan than replacing Bryan’s view by his own. 
“Mr. Bryan, do you think the earth was created in ______________________ ?”

“No, Sir. Not ____________ days of ___________ hours.”

“The ________________ might have been going on for a very long time?”

“Yes, Mr. Darrow. It might have continued for ________________________.”

And finally at one point Bryan said, “It doesn’t make any difference to us whether God created the world in six days, six years, six million years, or even___________________________ years.” The defense countered,  “Well if you can interpret those things in the Bible, why can’t we interpret the story of the creation of humans in an evolutionary sense?”

Darrow seemed to be making a fool of ________________, pushing him and pushing him, and the crowd was growing impatient, believing Darrow was attacking the ______________.  Finally the judge accused Darrow of  harassing his own _____________________  and ordered him to stop. Bryan pounded his fist, refusing to step down. “The only purpose Mr. Darrow has,” he said, “is to slur at the ______________!”  

“I object,” Darrow shot back. “I am examining your fool ideas that no ______________________ Christian on earth believes!”

 
At this point, Bryan got up and said into the radio microphone that he was going to defend the ___________________ against the greatest _________________ and ___________________ in the United States.  Suddenly, it was over. Judge Raulston announced that court would adjourn until 9 o’clock the next morning. Slowly, the crowd dispersed. The media spin began as soon as court was adjourned for the day.. The national press announced that Clarence Darrow had exposed Bryan’s “mindless” belief in ____________________. But southerners called Darrow’s inquisition “a thing of immense _________________________.”

On the ________________ day of the trial, it was time for prosecution and defense to deliver their _________________ ____________________.  Darrow played one last trick on Bryan. He ______________________ his own right to a closing argument. By law Bryan would not be allowed to deliver his own ________________________________. The world would never hear the ______________________________ speech he had been working on since the trial began. It would not be published until later that year.  

Judge Raulston charged the jury with deciding whether John Scopes had indeed ______________________________ -- had he taught evolution in a Tennessee classroom? After just _________ minutes of deliberation the jury declared that he had. Then the defendant himself spoke for the first time. “Your honor,” Scopes said. “I feel that I have been convicted of violating an __________________ statute. I will continue in the future, as I have in the past, to _____________________________________ ______________________________ in any way I can.” 

On Sunday, July 26th, Bryan attended _____________________________________ in Dayton. Later that day he lay down for a nap and __________________________________.

 
Two years after the Monkey trial Clarence Darrow and the ACLU challenged the anti-evolution law before the Tennessee Supreme Court. For Darrow it was a mixed victory. The court ___________________________  John Scopes’ conviction on a technicality, but it allowed the _________________________ to remain on the books. However, they also directed that to save the peace and dignity of Tennessee that no prosecutor should ever bring an ______________________ under the anti-evolution statute again. And so while the law was technically upheld, it became a purely ______________________ act.

