Study Guide: “The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving
pp. 108-120

1. The story takes place a few miles from _______________and begins in the year                      .
2. In lines 21-39 and 41-49, how is the relationship between Tom Walker and his wife portrayed?

3. What is the primary setting in the first part of the story (the “shortcut” Tom takes in lines 50-80)?

What are some of the characteristics of the setting?

4. Look at lines 100-110. How is the person who suddenly appears here – the Devil – described?

5. The Devil remarks in line 117 on p. 111, ‘“Deacon Peabody be d—d [damned], as I flatter myself he will be, if he does not look more to his own sins and less to those of his neighbors.”’ A Deacon is a church official.

What is the Devil saying in this quotation about Deacon Peabody? 

Thus, what criticism is the author making of Puritan society?

6. The Devil remarks (lines 145-151), ‘“This woodland belonged to me long before one of your white-faced race put foot upon the soil.. . .  . . .Since the red men have been exterminated by you white savages, I amuse myself by presiding at the persecutions of Quakers and Anabaptists; I am the great patron and prompter of slave-dealers…”
What criticism of the Puritan / European settlers is the author making by having these words come from the Devil?

continued on reverse…

7. Put into your own words the point Irving is making by having his narrator say the following:


[The Devil] proposed, therefore, that Tom should employ it in the black traffic; that is to say, that he should fit out a slave-ship. This, however, Tom resolutely refused: he was bad enough in all conscience; but the devil himself could not tempt him to turn slave-trader.

8.  Why does Tom’s wife set off for the swamp? (lines 193-220)

What happens to her?  What does Tom find?   

9. After making his deal with the Devil, what does Tom do with his life? (lines 333-355)

10. What does he start to pretend as he grows old? (lines 335-372)

11. What happens to him at the end of his life? (lines 410-438)

12. Irving mentions religion, God, the Bible, and the Devil throughout the story, which takes place in the Puritan Era.  How do Irving’s views on these subjects differ from those of Puritan authors themselves? Think of the points was he often trying to make about the Puritans through Tom, Deacon Peabody, etc. Remember what Tom starts doing as he grows old. 


Judging by the above, did Irving seem to take a positive or a negative view of the Puritans? Explain
of 
11. State the moral or lesson taught in this story in a sentence.

