The Things They Carried Written Assessment
In a Google Doc shared with Ms. Culliton (with permission to edit), respond to any
TWO of the following topics. You may do a third for extra credit. Responses should be
one paragraph each (about 80 words, with topic sentence, illustration and examples,
and then a concluding sentence) and must use correct sentence structure, word choice,
and other mechanics. See grading rubric on reverse.
Put your name at the top of your document AND in your document title (example:
Super M. Student – Written Assessment).
A. How do you feel about Che Thi Mung after reading the chapter from Hué 1968? Do
you sympathize with her? Why or why not? Support your statements with specific
examples from the re-print of the chapter.
B. What are some examples of moral injury seen in the documentary The Vietnam War
and/or in the novel The Things They Carried? Be as specific as possible in your
descriptions.
C. According to narrator Tim O’Brien, why does he “keep writing war stories”? How
does his reason tie in with some of the other character, scenes or themes (such as the
need to talk) in The Things They Carried? Provide at least two examples.
D. What are some reasons that the Vietnam Conflict was basically unwinnable for the
U.S.? Refer to specific facts from the chapter reprint from Hué 1968 and the
documentary The Vietnam War.
E. Review “The Man I Killed.” Explain both the psychological and the literary reasons
for the author’s use of recursive narration in this chapter.
F. Summarize what happens with Norman Bowker in “Speaking of Courage” and
“Notes.” Then explore why it happened and how it might have been prevented.
G. Explore the topic of whether or not The Things They Carried is a “realistic” book.
Provide three example of how it is realistic, fantastic, or some of both.
H. In “In the Field,” the narrator states that “when a man died, there had to be blame.”
Relate this statement to any two incidents in the book; detail these and explain what
each says about the theme of blame and responsibility.
I. Do you have another relevant topic you’d like to address? Write it in your Google
document and get it approved first!
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may be unclear and
development is
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 Sentences show a high 
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Sentence structure  One or more
 Sentences often
is always correct
sentences lack correct
disjointed, confusing,
structure
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