We Have Always Lived in the Castle by Shirley Jackson
Note: This guide can be found on-line at www.culliton.org. You will need to download a copy, put in as much space as you need for your answers, and then bring that to class. Otherwise, answers will have to be kept on separate paper, as there isn’t enough room for them here. 
Chapter 1

1. Does Merricat describe herself as you would expect an adult to? In what ways does she or doesn't she?

2. What do the library books tell you about the story and its time frame?

3. What do you learn about the Blackwood family be reading Merricat's description of the objects in the house on p. 2?

4. What keeps the Blackwood house "steady against the world"?

5. What is the one thought Merricat cannot bear the villagers to have about her?

6. Why do the villagers apparently hate the Blackwoods?

7. What are some of the things Merricat wishes as she walks through the village?

8. What happens in the coffee shop? What people are involved?

9. With which other members of her family does Merricat live?

10. Describe the game Merricat plays as she does the shopping. 

Chapter 2

1. What does Merricat say is most effective in keeping out trespassers?

What does this tell you she values? How does this contrast with the villagers?

2. What did Merricat's mother forbid others to do? Why?

What did Merricat used to do as a girl?

3. What do we learn about Constance on p. 27? What does she say to Merricat that "chills" her?

4. How does Merricat describe Constance? How does she feel about her?

5. Who is Jonas?

6. What really odd thing does Merricat tell us about herself on p. 29?

7. Who are Mrs. Clarke and Mrs. Wright, and how does each behave in this chapter?

8. About what is Uncle Julian writing a book?

9. Describe what happened six years ago to the Blackwoods.

Chapters 3-4

1. According to Merricat, what indications are there that a change is coming?

2. Describe the pattern of Merricat's week.

3. What does Merricat do to try to prevent a change from coming? 

4. What does Uncle Julian talk about most of the time?

5. From what Julian says, how would you describe the Blackwood family's relationships before the deaths?

6. Who arrives at the end of Ch. 4 and how does Merricat feel about this?

(continued on reverse)
Chapter 5

1. What does Merricat at first try to pretend about Cousin Charles?

What does she first try to do to make him go away?

2. What does Constance tell Merricat about Charles' background? 

3. What does Charles tell Julian about Arthur on p. 91? What, then, might be Charles' real reason for coming?

4. How does Charles feel about Julian's book?

5. How does Merricat behave towards Charles?

6. Where is Charles staying in the house?

7. What does Charles say on p. 101, and what does this tell us about him?

8. What does Merricat resolve to do on p. 102?

9. What major alteration in Merricat's life does Charles make? 

What is Merricat's response on p. 104?

Chapter 6

1. Throughout this chapter, what does Charles seem most concerned about, get most angry about, etc.?

2. When he goes to the village, what does Charles forget, and what is the symbolic significance of this?

3. What things does Merricat do in this chapter to try to get rid of Charles and/or try to make their home safe from him?

What is his response to the first two things?

4. What threat does Charles make to Merricat on p. 113?

5. With what ideas has Charles been filling Constance's head (pp. 114-115 & 118-122)?

6. What is Charles' response when Merricat asks him to go away? 

7. What does Uncle Julian think of Charles?

8. What does Constance almost say on p. 122?

Chapters 7-10

1. What does Merricat do on Thursday? Why?

2. What does Charles find at the creek and how does he respond? 

3. When Charles threatens to punish Merricat and she says, "You mean send me to bed without my dinner," to what is she referring? 

4. What happens at the summerhouse?

5. How does the fire start?

6. What is Charles worried about during the fire?

7. One person points out Merricat and Constance to the rest of the villagers. Who does Merricat think it is?

8. What do the villagers do right after the fire is put out?

Who throws the first rock?

Who stops them?

9. What revelation is made at the end of chapter 8?

10. Why does Merricat think Julian died?

11. What are the new rules Merricat has for herself after the fire?

12. What do Constance and Merricat do after the fire to make a new life for themselves?

13. Who are the first people to come visit?

14. What argument does Dr. Levy use to try to persuade Merricat and Constance to see him?

15. What are the new patterns which Merricat and Constance finally establish? 
